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Molly McGuire

From: Benjamin Diament <bdiament@gmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, August 4, 2026 11:47 AM
To: Planning Commission; Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada; Council
Subject: I support rezoning for the SJCC

My name is Benjamin Diament; I live on Mercer Island, and I am a close neighbor of the SJCC living about 
a quarter mile away on El Dorado Drive. I fully support the SJCC's plan to modernize and expand. 
Most importantly, however, I support property rights. This should not be a matter of popular vote or 
majority rule. In general, a proper rights-respecting council should ignore neighbor objections to their 
neighbor's rights to build, use, benefit from, dispose, and alienate their property as they see fit. Except in 
the most extraordinary circumstances, stay out of controlling private property. Instead you should, in 
general, favor granting permits to owners of private property or require them less often. 
Thank you, 
Benjamin Diament 


